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US$ 74.88bn

US$ 181.87bn

CAGR 19.42%

• Fresh Meat
• Processed Meat
• Meat Substitutes

+ IN-SCOPE
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US$ 80.70bn 

US$ 121.79bn

CAGR 8.58%
+ IN-SCOPE

• Fresh and frozen fish
• Fresh and frozen seafood
• Processed fish and seafood

Source: Statista, 2022a

Source: Statista, 2022b
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Low Temperature Meat Products 

Functional

Casual Meat Snack
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Plant-based Meat: Taste and Local Adaptation

KEY 
TRENDS

The plant-based meat industry has experienced 
and explosive growth after the COVID-19 pandemic 
and has attracted the attention of most people. 

Unlike western food culture, hamburger patties are not 
the most popular plant-based meat products in China.

Whilst producers and investors in meat and seafood
substitutes regard this as a potential category,
acceptance amongst Chinese consumers remains a
question.

74%

35%

28%

16%

Plant meat does not taste as good as actual
meat

The beany flavour is too heavy after plant-
based meat is cooled

Difficult to master the cooking method of
plant-based meat

Plant-based meat lose its shape after thawing

Chinese Consumers’ Perceptions Towards Plant-based Meat

The market prospect of plant-based meat in China is
promising, but more studies are needed by plant meat
companies to see how to really win over the Chinese consumers.

Research from the "Plant-Based Meat Industry Development 
Report" shows that hot pot, barbecue, stewed meat, and stir-fry 
are the most common consumption scenarios for plant-based 
meat products. 

Source: 上海塔望品牌管理有限公司, 2022
Source: 上海塔望品牌管理有限公司, 2022

Source: Euromonitor International, 2022
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Plant-based Meat: Taste and Local Adaptation

Starfield Plant-Based Sliced Beef with Black Pepper

• More nutrition for you with a new diet solution - Low Fat & High Protein Diet

• High in Dietary Fibre, with Prebiotics

• Texture of meat was upgraded and the taste of prime-grade beef restored
under self-developed advanced technology via intermittent drying, refined
molecular enzyme crosslinking, and integration of one uniform molding size.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Water, Puffed Soy Products (*Isolated Soybean Protein, Low-
temperature Edible Soybean Meal, Gluten Flour, Wheat Flour, Soybean Protein
Concentrate), Beef Flavor Compound Seasoning, *Fructooligosaccharides, Citrus
Fiber, Vegetable Oil, Polydextrose, Compound Seasoning, *Egg Protein Powder,
Spices , Black Pepper, Food Flavor, Apple Juice Drink Concentrate, Lemon Juice
Concentrate, Purple Carrot Juice Concentrate, Curdlan Gum, Compound
Coloring Agent (Monascus Red, Sorghum Red)

*DPO Featured Ingredients

Source: Bis-Souza et al., 2020

Fructooligosaccharides (FOS) 
act as a fat substitute which 
results in the formation of a 

gel that simulates fat

Egg Protein Powder act as a 
natural food additive that can 

Improve gel texture 
characteristics & foaming 

properties

Source: Bashir et al., 2017
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Plant-based Meat: Taste and Local Adaptation

*DPO Featured Ingredients

Qi Jing Lian Hua Vegetarian Stewed Pork Ball in Brown Sauce

• Crispy and chewy, tender, firm and delicate, able to be on par with real meat as it is full of
meat fragrance.

• Strict selection of non-GMO soybean tissue protein and carefully processed with advanced
technology and special formulation until the texture of plant-based meat is tender, crispy and
not greasy at all.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Water, *Non-GMO Soybean Protein, Vegetable Oil, Salt, Spices, Sugar, Brewed Soy
Sauce, Food Additives(Acetic Vinegar Pickle Powder, *Xanthan Gum).

Increase the water holding 
capacity, tenderness, color and 

flavor of the meat product

Source: Gino Gums Stabilizers, 2021

Soybean protein contains well-
balanced amino acids with high 

protein quality that primarily acts as a 
texture improver in meat substitute 

Source: Qin et al., 2022



DPO INTERNATIONAL
MARKET 
EXAMPLES

Plant-based Meat: Taste and Local Adaptation

*DPO Featured Ingredients

Whole Perfect Food Dong-pol Pork (Soy Protein Product)

• Delicious vegetarian meal treat with the colour of the sauce looks appetite, fragrant and
delicious.

• Redefine vegetarian food in colour, aroma, taste and texture using good raw materials.

• Animal-Fat Free, Sodium Nitrite Free, No Preservatives added

• Product of China.

Ingredients: *Soybean Protein Isolate, *Konjac Flour, Starch, Vegetable Oil, Water, Edible Salt,
White Sugar, Brewed Soy Sauce, Spices

SPI is the refined form of soy 
protein that used to improve 

meat texture, increase protein 
content up to 90% and enhance 

moisture retention
Source: Qin et al., 2022

Increase the hardness and 
springiness of pork fat 
during heating process

Source: Huang et al., 2022
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Low Temperature Meat Products (低温肉制品)

In general, low-temperature meat products retain the flavour
and nutrients of the raw meat to the greatest extent, 
preventing the loss of the avoidable components in the 
processing of traditional meat products

What Is Low Temperature 
Meat Products ?

Low-temperature meat products refer to meat products that are
pasteurized at a lower sterilization temperature to which the
temperature of the center of such meat products reaches 68~72 °C,
for 30 minutes.

Theoretically, such degree of sterilization can completely kill 
pathogenic microorganisms, the safety and reliability of the 
products can be ensured while retaining the nutritional 
value of the meat products to the greatest extent

KEY TRENDS

► Among them, chilled meat (冷却肉) belongs to a category of low-
temperature meat products, also known as chilled fresh meat (冷鲜肉).

After the animal is being slaughtered, the carcasses that pass 
through the hygienic inspection of various indicators are 
quickly cooled to above the freezing point, followed by 
corresponding processing, storage, transportation and final 
sales, all at this temperature.

Middle to high-end chilled meat products are expected to achieve a 
breakthrough in the meat industry.

Sources: Junan Hande Food Co., Ltd, 2019; Sunlife膳立方, 2022 

Source: Junan Hande Food Co., Ltd, 2019 Sources: Euromonitor International, 2022; 冷冻食品网., 2020 
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Low Temperature Meat Products (低温肉制品)

WangJiaDu Slow-Cooked Luncheon Meat Sausage

• Selected premium cuts of pork with a golden ratio of fat to lean - 29.2%: 70.8% that create the tender,
juiciness and less fat meat product with more protein.

• Low temperature and slow cooking for 3 hours, water loss is less than 5%

• Low-temperature process to lock moisture while low temperature storage to maintain its freshness

• Product of China.

Jin Zi Farmhouse Low-Temperature Sausage

• Natural casing insert with chunks of premium selected meat which is presented in solid plump large meat cubes inside a
very thin casing

• The whole process is done in a controlled temperature and humidity to maintain the freshness of the meat.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Pork, White Sugar, White Wine, Glucose, Edible Salt, Brewed Soy Sauce, Natural Sausage Casing, Food
Additives (Sodium Nitrate).
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Low Temperature Meat Products (低温肉制品)

Hormel Light Life Sliced Chicken

• This 100% natural, (minimally processed, no artificial ingredients) premium sliced, low-
temperature slow-roasting chicken delivers a natural chicken texture and bite of juiciness.

• High protein, low fat, lower calories

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Chicken, Water, Edible Salt, Brewed Vinegar, White Sugar, Soybean Protein, Sodium
Tripolyphosphate, and Edible Spices.
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Functional

KEY TRENDS

With the improvement of living standards and mounting health 
awareness, the consumers’ spending concept is gradually moving towards 
healthy and quality meat.

Quality Meat

Nutritious 

Health Care/
Functional

Hygienic

Food Safety

Leisure

Convenience

• Health-care meat products (
保健型肉类食品) are also 
called functional meat 
products (功能肉类食品). 

• At present, functional food 
such as beverages, dairy 
products, grain products are 
no longer strangers to 
consumers but there are still 
relatively few innovations in 
R&D for functional meat 
products.

PROSPECTS IN FUNCTIONAL MEAT 
PRODUCTS 

Low-salt/Low Fat/
Low Cholesterol/ Low Sugar Low-nitrate

Fortification

Health-care meat products, will be another development trend 
with the focus on following sector: 
• Women's health, 
• Children's growth and development
• Middle-aged and elderly care

Source: 冷冻食品网, 2020

High Protein
High Dietary FIbre

Sources: 冷冻食品网, 2020; 孔保华, 2017

Source: 孔保华, 2017
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Dr. Shan’s Iberico Pork Iced Sausage

• Premium selection of shredded fresh Iberico Pork with zero added nitrite, and have undergone low-
temperature semi-drying.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Iberico Pork, White Sugar, Salt, Natural Casing, Luzhou-Flavor Liquor, Monosodium
Glutamate, Chicken Powder Seasoning

SPAM Brand 25% Less Sodium Luncheon Meat

• Having to cut back on sodium can take a lot of tasty things out of the equation. Fortunately, SPAM® Less Sodium is not
one of those things. It provides the same delicious SPAM® Classic flavor with 25% less sodium. There’s no sacrifice with
this meat treat!

• Product of Korea.

Ingredients: Pork and Ham, Mechanically Separated Chicken, Water, Salt, Modified Potato Starch, Sugar, Sodium
Phosphates, Potassium Chloride, Sodium Ascorbate, Sodium Nitrite.
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Change Diary Slimming Chicks Soybean Curd Skin Chicken Roll Sausage

• One mouthful comes with satisfaction of spiciness

• High protein with 23% per 100g; Light calorie intake, nutritious and delicious, full of vitality

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Chicken Breast, Dried Bean Skin, Duck Egg Yolk, Drinking Water, Spice Seasoning, Chili, Pepper, Vegetable Oil, Spices,
*Soybean Protein Isolate, Trehalose, Edible Salt, Green Beans, Diced Carrots, Shallots, Corn Kernels.

*DPO Featured Ingredients

DGI Energy Controlled Chicken Breast Sausage

• Highly nutritious with more protein and added dietary fibre; No added starch.

• Each stick contains about 0.2g of fat with only 37kcal.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Chicken Breast (75%), Egg White, Drinking Water, Resistant Dextrin, *Soy Protein Isolate, White Sugar
(1%), Edible Salt, Collagen Casings, Spices, Compound Water Retaining Agent (Sodium Tripolyphosphate,
Pyrophosphate Sodium), Sodium D-Erythorbate, Vinegar.



DPO INTERNATIONAL

Casual Meat Snack

KEY 
TRENDS

The global meat snacks market has the potential to grow 
by USD 4.14 billion during 2021-2025

8.16% 
CAGR with 

ACCELERATING 
momentum

With the adoption of a leisure lifestyle among Chinese citizens, casual
snacks are more associated with happiness and excitement than other
foods, as well as being associated with entertainment and social scenes,
such as sharing with family and friends, and so on.

Casual meat snacks offer convenience along with the
nutrients and rich flavour of meat products. It
represents one of the future development directions of
meat and seafood products.

31.70%

25.90%

19.40%

19.20%

1.80%

2%

Duck

Beef

Pork

Chicken

Rabbit

Other

TaoBao Sales Share of Meat Snacks, 2020

Meat snacks include sliced meat, dried meat, braised duck  neck, etc., 
which have a profound regional cultural heritage. 

It belongs to the "high-end 
category" of snack foods, 
especially pork, beef, and fish 
snacks, with considerable sales 
volume in urban area, even 
with higher unit price in the 
snack industry.

Source: Technavio, 2021

Sources: Alarice, 2022; 品牌K哥, 2021

Source: 品牌K哥, 2021

Source: 品牌K哥, 2021
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Casual Meat Snack

Three Squirrels Sweet & Spicy Taste Duck Meat

• The more you gnaw, the better you feel, the more you want to continue gnawing.

• Sweetness in spicy food try to stop but cannot.

• Old-fashioned, old halogen colour and fragrance are readily available.

• The meat is strong and full of flavour makes you can’t wait to eat even the bones.

• The colour is excellent, the mouth is fragrant, and at first glance, it is mouth watering.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Duck Neck, Salt, Sugar, Vegetable Oil, Edible Flavors and Spices, Chili, Chicken Seasoning,
Fresh Monosodium Glutamate, Seasoning Wine, Spices, *Yeast Extract, Semi-Solid Compound Seasoning,
Pepper, Nisin, Potassium Sorbate

*DPO Featured Ingredients

Yeast extract act as natural 
flavour enhancer
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Casual Meat Snack

BeStore Beef Jerky

• Super chewy and dry beef jerky

• Mainly derived from beef hind that has less fascia which is suitable for making beef jerky

• Every bite consist of concentrated beef essence which provide highly nutritious of
protein.

• Product of China.

Ingredients: Beef, Soybean Oil, Edible Salt, Brewed Soy Sauce (Including Caramel Color),
Monosodium Glutamate, Food Additives (Sodium Dehydroacetate, D-Isoascorbic Acid, Nisin,
5'-flavored Sodium Nucleotide), Spices, Food Flavouring.
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Casual Meat Snack

Endless Roasted Chicken Wing Drumette

• Premium selection of grilled chicken from the part of shoulder blade meat is more
delicious than wings as it maintains the golden ratio of moisture, fat and taste after
baking.

• 80% chicken content, with gravy.

• Varieties: Honey Flavour & Spicy Flavour.

• Product of China.

Ingredients for Honey Flavour: Chicken Wing Drumette, Whole Sucrose Syrup, Edible Salt,
Honey, White Wine, Spices, Sodium D-Isocorbate, *Vitamin C, Sodium Nitrite, Food
Flavouring.

*DPO Featured Ingredients

Act as antioxidants and prevents 
the oxidation and the discoloration 

of the meat product during the 
storage

Source: Varvara et al., 2016



DPO INTERNATIONAL

To know more about the featured ingredients in this market trends 

report as well as how you can create better food products for your 

consumers, contact our 

Food & Beverage Intelligence (FBi) team.

Email: info@dpointernational.com

Web: www.dpointernational.com

mailto:info@dpointernational.com
http://www.dpointernational.com/
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https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/curve-arrow_3991131?related_id=3991131&origin=search
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/salt_1656172?term=salt&page=1&position=56&page=1&position=56&related_id=1656172&origin=search
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/canned-food_385097?term=canned%20meat&page=1&position=16&page=1&position=16&related_id=385097&origin=search
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/canned-food_372072?related_id=372072
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/stock_3606247?term=market%20growth&page=1&position=16&page=1&position=16&related_id=3606247&origin=search
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/bacon_1857861?term=bacon&page=1&position=1&page=1&position=1&related_id=1857861&origin=search
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/chinese-food_3449347?term=chinese%20food&page=1&position=17&page=1&position=17&related_id=3449347&origin=search
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